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Introduction 


Uttarakhand, formerly Uttaranchal, is a state in the northern hemisphere of India. It is often referred to as the 
“Land of the Gods” due to the many holy Hindu temples and pilgrimage centers found throughout the state. Ut- 
tarakhand is mainly known for its natural beauty of the Himalayas and nearby places. 


Uttarakhand’s diverse ethnicities have created a rich literary tradition in languages including Hindi, Kumaoni, 
Garhwali, Jaunsari and Bhotiya. 


Uttarakhand Bhotiya is a group of people residing in the upper Himalayan valleys of Uttarakhand. Their caste 
Bhotiya, derives from the word Bod which is the Classical Tibetan name for Tibet. In Chamoli, Uttarkashi, and Pith- 
oragarh districts, the Bhotia Tribes Weave distinctive carpets and ashans (for seats), with designs that are having 
a strong influence on Tibetan and Kashmiri influence with geometric, Tibetan and Buddhist motifs in gold blue 
and monk red colours. 


It was found that in Uttarakhand maximum number of respondents (32.7%) were preparing dun, ashan, durri, 
chutka, namda and thulma. These articles are made by Bhotiya people in high and mid-hill regions. They prepare 
thick and heavy products, considering warmth as the most important feature. Other articles i.e. shawl, pankhi, loi, 
sweater (hand-knitted), socks, gloves, caps, wall hanging etc. were made all over Uttarakhand. 


Colourful sofa cover woven in wool. 
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Women artisan involved in woolen pile carpet weaving. 
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Use of white and black woolen threads create unique —_ Carpets are used in decorating interiors of the house. 
design pattern. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Uttarakhand is located in the north and has the advantage of producing apparel grade wool, the finest of all wool 
grades. In this, a large section of people is involved in sheep rearing and the production of wool. Wool weaving is 
a traditional skill in this mountainous region. The wool is dyed in natural colours and then woven into colourful 
carpets and rugs with traditional designs of the region. 

The wool is extracted from the Lena goat (a high altitude goat from the valley of Tibet) and Marino sheep. Wool is 
traditionally bought from the Bhotiya shepherds. The Bhotiyas actually run a cottage industry of carpet weaving. 
They spin and weave the wool of the sheep and goats they rear and make carpets and garments like sweaters, 
shawls etc. The wool is cleaned with a wild fruit called Pangar( something like soapnut) as a natural detergent. 
List of Tools and Raw Materials: 

* Wool: The basic material for Tibetan rugs and carpet is wool. The wool is the soul of the rug. 

* Cotton: It is used as a foundation for the carpet. 

¢ Takli: Drop spindle (wool spindles). 

* Vertical Loom: It is used to weave the carpet. 

¢ Mallet: It is used to hammer the knots after every row is finished. 


* Knife: It is used to cut the woolen tread while weaving. 


¢ Long Pointed Scissors: It is used in the trimming process. 
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Processed wool converted into threads and rolled. 
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Woven woolen carpets kept at a store room. 
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2. Tools and Raw Materials 


Colourful dyed woolen threads. Cutter for cutting and leveling the woven carpet. 
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Making Process 


In Uttaranchal, woolen pile carpets are produced by Tibetan settlers, the Bhotiyas, and at certain weaving, centers 
set up by the government. Carpet weaving is a source of income for the Bhotiya Community. The foundation 

of the carpet weaving is done with cotton thread. They spin and weave the locally available wool. The wool is 
cleaned using a wild fruit Pangar, as a natural detergent. Before the wool was dyed with extracts from tree bark 
and fruit, as for today colourful industrial dyes are preferred. In some places of Uttarakhand such as Timala Bagar, 
even today organic carpets are woven from sheep wool dyed in natural colours. 


Carding: 

In this process, raw wool is opened and separated so that each fiber is set in a straight or parallel position. Card- 
ing is done to ensure that no fiber is entangled with each other, sand or dirt is left in the yarn and short fibers are 
separated off. The effective carding allows fibers to flow smoothly while spinning and helps in better blending 
while knotting the wool. Many producers prefer the hand carding method to maintain the originality of the pure 
hand-knotting method, though the introduction of some mechanical carding has been made recently. 


Dyeing and Balling: 

Yarn dyeing is done after the hand spinning process. The colours are extracted from tree bark and fruit, natural 
herbal plants like indigo, mulberry, saffron, turmeric, walnut, camellia tea and many more. However, in the present 
day, a wide range of industrial colours is preferred. Wools are dyed in many colours. At present modern machines 
are used to match colours exactly. The dyed yarn is dried in mild sun, or in a shaded area to protect it from fading. 
Then it is rolled into balls manually, in order to facilitate the actual weaving and knotting. 


Hand Spinning: 

The carded wool is spun into yarn in many ways. The count of yarn depends upon the quality of the carpet re- 
quested by the customer. However generally a 3-ply yarn is used and the 5-7 twists per inch are regarded as an 
ideal standard, with an average fiber length of 4 to 6 inches. 


Weaving: 

The rugs and carpet are woven by knotting the threads. It is woven on a vertical loom. Cotton warp acts as the 
foundation of the carpet. The threads are knotted as piles on this warp and once one row is fully knotted it is 
beaten to settle the piles. The weaver then cuts the seemingly uneven piles with the help of a big pair of scissors 
to make them levelled. The skilled hands of the weaver follow the graph to ensure the accurate position of the 
colours, shape and size of the design of the carpet. 


Trimming: 
After the weaving process is complete, the rug is taken off the loom for the trimming process. First, the 
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unnecessary fibers are removed and knots that appear at the back of the carpet are hidden for a smooth finish. 
Now, the carpet is brought to a levelled surface and specially designed long pointed scissors are used to start the 
trimming process. The protruding woolen threads are trimmed and levelled converting into a smooth surface. 
This process enhances the clarity and originality of the design. All the patterns and colours made are distinct and 
clear, in accordance with the design. 


Washing and Drying: 

The rug is washed in normal water with natural washing materials (e.g. soapnut). Some natural herbs are also 
used for washing which leaves the rug clean and soft, enhancing beauty and colour. It takes nearly four to five 
days for drying the carpet. 


Stretching: 

The carpet is stretched on all sides and is tied over a metal frame for about a day to ensure its proper shape and 
size. When completely dry, the rug is thoroughly checked against the precise measurement and given a finishing 
touch and re-trimming is done to make it look elegant. The carpets are finished by shearing and sometimes con- 
touring along the design to produce a bevelled effect. The finished rug is now ready for packing. The rug is rolled 
with center support of foam or plastic pipe to avoid wrinkles. Finally, The rug is packed by wrapping it in plastic 
followed by an outer, tougher layer of jute sacking. 


nny gente 


ill Tena 


iM 
i Ny | 
iM 1 || 


MN) 


ee" 


ms 


ne 1" Dil mm if 


Woolen carpet weaving loom. 
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Woolen threads are cut with the help of a sharp knife. | Local measuring tool used to measure the length of the 
design. 
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3. Making Process 
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This process requires lot of patience and acuteness. Colourful threads are added to create beautiful motif 
designs. 
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For the people this product is a prized possession as The carpet weaving is done at the time of September 
they use these as a gift in marriages especially to a and October. 
bridegroom. 
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Products 


In Chamoli, Uttarakashi and Pithoragraph districts, the Bhotia tribes weave distinctive carpets and ashans (seat 
covers) with designs that have strong Tibetan and Kashmiri influence. The designs fall into two categories- styl- 
ized geometric motifs and floral and dragon designs showing a Chinese influence. The carpets are characterized 
by a boldness of colour and motif. 

Knotted pile carpets are woven mainly on a commercial basis, dyed with natural raw materials. But presently due 
to the vibrancy of the synthetic colours, it’s been taken into practice too. Bhotia designs are however been placed 
by better selling Tibetan motifs. The designs fall into the category of stylized geometric motifs, floral motifs and 
dragon designs sharing a Chinese influence. Carpets are also categorized by a boldness of colour and motif. The 
wool used is fine wool, which is almost 30% of the raw wool. So the remaining 70% of the raw material is some- 
how gone for either waste or some other products with a blend of other materials. 


The motif designs are composed of vibrant colour combinations. Few grey design patterns are obtained by blend- 
ing natural shades (light and dark) of undyed wool. 


List of Products: 

* Tibetan Carpets 
* Plain Pile Rugs 

° Organic Carpets 
¢ Shawls 

¢ Sweaters 

* Sofa Covers 

° Table Mat 

* Table Covers 
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pets with designed borders. 


4. Products 


Temple designed seat cover weaved with vibrant colour 
woolen threads. 
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Floral designs is the commonly weaved design. 


Sofa covers weaved with dynamic colours. 
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References 


* Handicrafts of India 

¢ Handmade in India 

¢ Craft Atlas of India-Jaya Jaitly 
* Crafts Traditions of the World. 


* gaatha.com/woolen-weaves-of-the-hills 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Aruna Kumari Y., Ankana Sen, 
Dinesh Kumar Dandapat and Shruti K., at NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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